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HEAVENLY FOOTMAN 
OR A 
DE-SCRIFT.L108 
OF p 
. * 
The Man that gets to Hcaven- 
TOGETHER WITH 
The Way he Runs in, the Marks he Goes by: 


Alſo, ſome Directions how to Run ſo as to 
Obtain. J 


By JOUN BUNYAN 1. 
7 JC of the Pilgrin's PRs. * | 


| And i it came to paſs, when tbey bad brought them 
*| forth abroad, that be jaid, Eſcape for thy 
Life, look not bebi nd thee, neither ſtay thou 

* in all the Plain : Eſcape to the Mountain, 


teſt thou be conſumed, Gen. 19. 17. 
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% TO ALL THE 


Slothful and Careleſs PE O L Fr, 


FRIENDS, 

OLOMON faith, That the deſire of the 

Nothful Kill-th him: And if fo, what will 
ſlothfulnels itfelf do to thoſe that entertain it ? 
The proverb is, He that ſleepeth in harveſt is a 
{on that cauſeth ſhame: And this I dare be bold 
to ſay, no greater ſhame can befal a man than 
to ſee that he hath fooled away his ſoul, and 
ſinned away eternal life. And IT am fore: this 
is the next way to do it; namely, to be floth- 
ful, Qothful I fay in the work of ſalvation. 
The vineyard of the flothful man, in refer- 
. ence to the things of this life, is not fuller of 
briars, nettles, and ſtinking weeds, than he 
that is Notkful for heaven, hath his heart full 
of heart-choaking and ſoul damning ſin. 

Slothfulneſs hath theſe two evils: firſt, to 
neglect the time in which it ſnould be getting 
of heaven; and by that means doth in the ſe- 
cond place, bring in untimely repentance. I 
will warrant you, that he who ſhould loſe his 
ſoul in this world through flothfulneſs, will 
have no cauſe to be glad. thereat when he 
comes to hell. 
Slothfulneſs is ufually accompanied with 
careleſſneis, and careleſſneſs is for the moſt 


part bogotten by ſenſeleſſneſs; and ſenſeleſſ- 
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neſs doth again put freſh ſtrength into ſloth- | 
fulneſs, and by this means the ſoul is left re- hal: 


medileſs, x -- | for 
Slothfulneſs ſhutteth out Chriſt, ſlothfulneſs ver 
mameth the ſoul. | fro 
Slothfulneſs it is ccndemned even by the (wi 
Feebleſt of all the creatures, Go to the ant thou 


sluggard, conſider her ways and be wiſe. The 4ca 
sluggard will not plough by reaſon of the cold F thu 
«that is, he will not break up the fallow ground he: 
of his heart becauſe there muſt be ſome pains | the 
| vaken by him that will do it,) therefore he ſhall 

beg in harveſt,(that is, when the ſaints of God F ne 
|  fhall have their glorious heaven and happineſs 4 foi 
| given to them,) but the sluggard ſhall have 

nothing, that is, be never the better for his fo 
crying for. mercy, according to that in Mat. th 
25. 10, 11, 12. SI 
If you would know a sluggard in the things ju 
of heaven, compare him with one that is sloth- w 
ful in the things of this world. As, th 
| I. He that is slothful is loth to ſet about the a 
Vork he ſhould follow: So is he that isslothful b 
4 for heaven. 

II. He that is slothful is one that is willing y 
to make delays : ſo is he that is slothful for 
heaven. 5 

III. He that is a sluggard, any ſmall mat- 
ter that come th in between, he will make it a 
ſufficient excuſe to keep him off from plying 
his works: So it is alſo with him that is slothful 

for heaven, be | 
| A 3 1 
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and will you be slothful ? 


r 
IV. He that is ſlothful doth his work by * 
halves. And ſo it is with him that is ſlothfu 
He may almolt, but he ſhall ne- 
ver altogether obtain, perfection of deliverance 
from hell; he may almoſt, but he ſhall never, 
(without he mend ) be altogether a ſaint. 
V. They that are slothful do uſually loſe the 


ſeaſon in which things are to be done: And 


thus it is alſo with them that are slothful for 
heaven, they miſs the ſeaſons of grace. And 
therefore, 

VI. They that are slothful have ſeldom or 
never good fruit: So allo it will be with the 


ſoul-sluggard. 


VII. They that are slothful they are chid 
for the ſame. So alſo will Chriſt deal with thoſe 
that are not active for him. Thou wicked or 
slothful ſervant, out of thine own mouth will I 
Judge thee ; thou ſaidſt I was thus, and thus, 
wherefore then gaveſt not thou my money to 
the bank, &c. Take the unproficable ſervant, 


and caſt him into utter darkneſs, where ſhall 


be weeping and goathing of teeth. 

I, What ſhall I ſay! 
ye beslothful ? 

II. Much of your lives are paſt ; and will 
you be $slothful ? 

III. Your fouls are worth a thauſand worlds ; 
and will you be slothful ? | 

IV. The day of death and 1 is at 
the door; and will you be slothful? _ 

V. The curſe of God hangs over. you hn 


Time runs; and will 
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VI. Befides the devils are earneft, labori- 


ous, and ſeck by all means every day, by 
every lin, to keep you out of heaven, and 


kinder you of ſalvation, and will you be slothtul? 


VII. Alſo your neighbours are diligent for 
things that will periſh ; end will you be slothful 
for things that will endure for ever. 

VIII. Would you be willing to be damne i 
for slethfulneſs? 

IX. Would you be willing the angels of 
God ſhould neglect ro ferch your ſouls away 
to heaven, when you lie a dying, and tae. devils 
ſtand by ready to ſcramble tor them. 

X. Was Chriit slothful in the work of your 


redemption ? 


XI, Are his miniſters clothful in tendering 
this unto you ? 

XII. And laſtly, if all this will not move, I 
tell you God will net be slothful or negligent 
to damn you ; whoſe damnation now of a long. 
time Sumbereth no: ; nor the devils will not 
neglect to fetch thee, nor hell negle& to ſhar 
its mouth upon thee, 

Sluggard, art thou a-slecp ſtill? Art thou 
refolved to slecp the sleep of death? Will nei. 
ther tidings from heaven or hell awake thee? 
Wilt thou ſay ſtill, yet a little sleep, a litile 
slumber, and a little folding of the arms to 
sleep? Wilt thou yet turn thyfelf in thy slotn 
as the door is turned upon the hinges? O that 


I was one that was Skiiful in lamentation, and 
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had but a-yearning heart towards thee, how 
would I pity thee How would I bemoan thee! 
O that I could with Jeremiah let my eyes run 
Sdow! with rivers of waters for thee. Poor 
ſoul, loſt ſoul, dying foul ; what a hard heart 
have I that I cannot mourn for thee ! If thou 
ſhouldeft loſe but a limb, a child, or a friend, 
it would not be ſo much, but poor man it is 
thy ſoul ; if it was to lie in hell but for a day, 
but for a year, nay, ten thouſand years, it 
would, in compariſon, be nothing : Bur O it 
is for ever! O this cutting ever! What a ſoul 


amazing word will that be, which ſaith, de- 


part from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire! &c. 
Object. But if I ſhould ſet in, and run as 
you would have me, then I muſt run from all 
my friends, for none of them are running that 
Way. Y 
Anfw, And if thou doſt thou wilt run into 
the boſom of Chriſt, and of God, and then 
what harm will that do thee ? 3 | 
Object. But if I run this way then I muſt run 
from all my fins. 
Anſw. That is true indeed; yet if thou doſt 
not, thou wilt run into hell fire. — * 
Object. But if T run this way then J ſhall be 
hated, and loſe the love of my friends and re- 
lations, and of thoſe that I expect benefit from, 
or' have reliance on, and I ſhall be mocked of 
all my neighbours. Ss 
Anſw. And if thou doſt not, thou art ſure to 
oſe the love and favour of God and Chriſt, 


of 


he benefits of heaven and glory, and be mocked 


5 10 9 


of God for thy folly, (I will laugh at your 


calamities, and mock when your fear cometh;) 
and if thou wouldeſt not be hated and mocked, 
then take heed, thou by thy folly doſt not 
procure the diſpleaſure and mockings of the 
great God; for his mocks and hatred will be 
terrible, becauſe they will fall upon thee in 
terrible times, even when tribulation and an- 
guiſh taketh hold on thee z which will be when 
death and judgment comes, when all the men 
in the earth, and all the angels in heaven, can- 
not help thee, 
Object. But ſurely I may begin this time 
enough, a year or two hence, may I not?. 
Anſw. Firſt, haſt thou any leaſe of thy life? 
did ever God tell thee thou ſhalt live half a 
year, or two months. longer ? Nay, it may be 
thou may'ſt not live ſo long, And therefore, 
Secondly, wilt thou be ſo ſottiſn and un- 
wiſe, as to venture thy foul upon a little un- 
certain time |! > aa by! ts cnet abs 
Thirdly, doſt thou know whether the day 
of grace will laſt a week longer or no? For 
the day of grace is paſt with ſome before their 
life is ended; and if it ſhould be fo with thee, 
wouldeſt thou not ſay, O that I had begun 


to run before the day of grace had been paſt, 
and the gates of heaven ſhut againſt me. 


But, 


Fourthly, if thou ſhouldeſt ſee any of thy 
neighbours neglect the making ſure ofeitherhoule 
or land to themſelves if they had it proffered to 
them, ſaying, time enough hereafter, when the 
time is uncertain: And beſides,” they * not 
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9 
now whether ever it will be proffered to 
hem again, or no; I ſay, wouldeſt thou not 
hen call them fools ! and if ſo, then doſt thou 
hink that thou art a wiſe man to let thy im- 
1ortal ſoul hang over hell by a thread of un- 
ertain time, which may ſoon be cut aſunder by 
cath? f ps 

But to ſpeak plainly, all theſe are the works 
of a ſlothful ſpirit, ariſe man, be slothful no 
onger, ſet foot, and. heart, and all into the 
way of God, and run, the crown 1s at the end 
of the race; there allo ſtandeth the loving 
fore-runncr, even Jeſus, who hath prepared 
heavenly proviſion to make thy ſoul welcome,” 
and he will give it thee with a willinger heart 
than ever thou canſt deſire it of him. O there- 
fore do not delay the time any longer, but put 
into practice the words of the men of Dan to 
their brethren, after they had ſeen the good- 
neſs of the land of Canaan, Ariſe, (ſay they) 
&c. for we have ſeen the Land and behold it is 
very good; and ye are ſtill, or do you forbear 
running? Be not slothful to go, and to enter to 
poſſeſs the land, judges 18. 19. Farewell, 

I wiſh our ſouls may meet with comfort at 
the journey's end. 


JOHN BUNYAN. 


— 


LY 
as 3 a6 % 


. | k T H E + | _ * 
HEAVENLY FOOTMAN, &c. 
FT, COR. IX. 24. "EI 

So run that ye may abtain; 


EAVEN and happineſs is that which 
every one deſireth, inſomuch that wick- 
ed Bal zam could ſay, Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my laſt end be like his ; 
Yet for all this there are but very few that do 
obtain that ever to be deſired glory, inſomuch 
that many eminent profeſſors drop ſhort of a 
welcome from God into this pleaſant place. 
The apoſtle therefore, becauſe he did deſire 
the ſalvation of the ſouls of the Corinthians, 
to whom he writes this epiſtle, layeth them 
down in theſe words, ſuch counſel, which -if 
taken, would be for their help and advantage. 
Firſt, not to be wicked, and fit ſtill, and wiſh 
for heaven, but to run for it. 
Secondly, not to content themſelves with 
every kind of running; but, faith he, So run 
that ye may obtain. As if he ſhould ſay, ſome 
becauſe they would not loſe their ſouls, they 
begin to run betim es, they run apace, they 
run with patience, they run the right way: 
do you ſo run. Some run from both father 
mother, friends, and companions, and thus, 
that they may have the crown : do you ſo run. 
Some run through temptations, afflictions, 
good report, evil report, that they. may oO 
the 


&c, 
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Theſe words they are taken from mens run- 


ning for a. wager: a very apt ſimijirude to ſet 


before the eyes of the ſaints of the Lord, Know 
you not that they which run ina race run all, but 
one obtains the prize ? So run that ye may ob- 


tain, That is, do nor only run, but be ſure 


you win as well as run. So run that ye may 
altgp. 


© ſhall not need to make any great ado in 


opening the words at this time, but ſhall ra- 


ther lay down one doctrine that I do find in 


them; and in . proſecuting that, I. ſhall ſhew 
you. in ſome meaſure, the ſcope of the words. 


Ide doctrige is this. 


45 "They 18 will have heaven muſt run for it; 


I ay, they that will have heaven they mult 
run for it. I befeech you to heed it well. 


Kno ye not that they which run in a race.run 
all, but one obtaineth the prize? So run ye. The 
prize is heaven, and if you will have it you 


muſt run for it. Lou haye another ſcripture 


for this in the Lath of the., Hebrews, the ah 
:2dand..2d-verles ;; Wherefore ſeeing a | 


| lo, fait 
the apoſtle, that we are compaſſed about with ſo 


great a cloud of witneſſes, let us lay alide every 
weight, and the ſin which, doth, ſo eaſily beſet 


: 
- 


us, and let us tug with patience: the race that 


, = 


Is ſer before us. And letus run, faith he. 


Again, ſaith Paul, I ſo run not as uncertain, 
ſo fight 1, Kc. 19% 55 


© 'Y 


28 
on 
- - 
.< 
- 
- 
= = 
b./ 


Farr? 977 f — P t rf" ©! 4 q 105 1 


in CE) before I go 2 farther : - 5 
Ws Fleeing. O 2:24; 4 


"Ove; that this running is dot on ordinary 
or any ſort of running, but it is to be under- 
ſtood of the ſwiteſt "tort of running: And 
therefore in the 6th ef the Hebrews ir is called 
a fleeing. That we might have firong confo- 
lation, who have fled fot” refuge, to tay hold 
on the hope ſet before us: Mark, who have 
fled.: It 18. taken from that 2 0th of Joſhua, 
concerning the man that was to "flee ta tho city 
of tefuge, When the avenger of blood was hard 
at his heels, to take vengeance on him for the 
offence he had committed; therefore” it is a 
running or flecing for one's life. A running 
with all might and main, as Je ate to lay, 
Sorun, N 
2. Preſſing I-31 263. 
_ Secondly, this running in another place is 
called a preſſing. 1 preſs towards the mark, 
Which ſignifieth, that they that will have bes- 
ven, they muſt not ſtick at any difficulties they 
meet with, but preſs, crowd and thruſt through 


all that may ſtand between heaven an their 
ſouls. So run. | oh 


8 Continuing | OL: 
Tirdiy, this running is called in bodies 
place a continuing in the way of life. If you 
continue in the faith grounded, and ſettled, 
and be not moved away from the hope of the 
goſpel of Chriſt, not to run a- Attle now and 
then, by fits, and ſtarts, or half way, or al- 
moſt phither, | but to run for my life, to run 
| e through A 


hed 
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:..:., through all difficulties, and to continue therein 
1 to the end of the race, which muſt be to the 
inary end of my. life.! Serun that ye. may obtain. 

And the reaſons for this point are. theſe, _ 
And Firſt, becauſe all or every one that runneth 


alled N doth nat obtainthe prizezthere may be chanythat 


onfor. do run, yea, and run far too, who, yet mils of 


Lou know that all that run in a race do not 
ſhua, obtain the Victory; they all, run, but one wins: 

ang ſo it is here ; it, is not every one that rur- 
"wa neth, nor every one that ſecketh, nor every one 


„che that ſtriveth for the maſtery, that hath. it. 
Though a man do ſtrive. for the maſtery, ſath 
Paul, yet he is not crowned unleſs he ſtrive 
lawfully; that is, unleſs he ſo run, and ſo 
OF firiye as to have God's approbation, What 


do ye think that every heavy heel'd profeſſor 
will have heaven ? What, every lazy one ? eve- 


run than there be that obtain, therefore he that 


will have heaven muſt run for it. 


f theft © 2dly. Becauſe vou know that though a man 
do run, yet if he do not overcome, or win, as 
well as run, what will they be the better for 
o run their running ? they will get vothing. Ne 


-oughll © 2 B . 
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the crown that ſtandeth at the end of the race. 


ry: wanton and fooliſh; profeſſor, that will be- 
ſtopped by any thing, kept back by any thing, 
that ſcarce rumneth ſo faſt heavenward, as a 


! 


or any fort of runn ng, 
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But before I go any farther : 
r, Fleeing, 
.-Obfrve, that this running is not on ordinary | 


mood of the ſwitteſt tort of 
therefore in the 6th ef the Hebrews it is called 
a fleeing. That we might have flrong conlo- 
lation, wh have fled for refuge, to lay hold 


on the hope ſet before us: 


) 


but it is to be under. 3 


running * And 


Mar le. Who have 


fled. It is taken from that 2h of joſhua, 
concerning the man that was to flee ta the city 
of refuge, when the avenger of blood was hard 
at his heels, to take vengeance on him for the 


offence he had committed ; 
running or fleeing for one's life. A running 


therefore it is a 


with all might and main, as we uſe to ſay, 


So run, 


Secondly, this 


called a preſſing. 


fouls. So run. 


2. Preſſing 


running in 


another place | is 


I preſs towards the mark, 
which ſignifieth, that they that will have hea- 
ven, they muſt not ſtick at any difficulties they 
meet with, but preſs, crowd and thruſt through 
all that may ſtand between heaven and their 


3. Continuing 
"Thirdly, this running is called in aothes 
place a continuing in the way of life. If you 
continue in the faith grounded, and ſettled, 
and be not moved away from the hope of the 
goſpel of Chriſt, not to run a-httle now and 
then, by fits, and ſtarts, or half way, or al- 
moſt hither, but to run for my life, to run 
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through all difficulties, and to continue therein 


Ito the end of the race, which muſt be to the 


end of my life. So run that ye may obtain. 
And the reaſons for this point are theſe, 

Firſt, becauſe all or every one that runneth 
doth nat obtainthe prizezthere may be Manythat 
do run, yea, and run far too, who yet mils of 
the crown that ſtandeth at the end of the race. 
You: know that all that run in a race. do not 
obtain the victory ; they all run, but one wins: 
and ſo it is here; it is not every one that run- 
neth, nor every one that ſecketh, nor every one 
that ſtriveth for the maſtery, that hath it. 
Though a man do ſtrive for the maſtery, faith 
Paul, yet he is not crowned unleſs he ſtrive 
lawfully ; that is, unleſs he ſo run, and ſo 
ſtrive as to have God's approbation. What 
do ye think that every heavy heel'd profeſſor 
will have heaven ? What, every lazy one ? eve- 
ry wanton and fooliſh profeſſor, that will be 
ſtopped by any thing, kept back by any thing, 
that ſcarce rurnneth ſo faſt heavenward, as a 
ſnail creepeth on the ground ? Nay, there are 
ſome profeſſors do not go on fo faſt in the way 
of God, as a ſail doth go on the wall, and 
yet theſe think that heaven and happineſs is 
for them; but ſtay, there are many more. that 
run than there be that obtain, therefore he that 
will have heaven muſt run for it. 

2dly. Becauſe you know that though a man 
do run, yet if he do not overcome, or Win, as 
well as run, what will they be the better for 
their running? they will get. gothing. You 

B 2. know. 
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know the man that runneth, he doth do it that 


he may win the prize; but if he doth not ob- 
tain it, he doth loſe his labour, ſnend his pains, | 
and time, and that to no purpoſe ; I ſay, he | 


getteth nothing. And ah! how many ſuch 
runners will there be found in the day of judg- 
ment? even multitudes, multitudes that have 
run, yea, run ſo far as to come to heaven gates, 
and not be able to get any farther, but there 
ſtand knocking when it is too late, crying, 
Lord, Lord, when they have nothing but fe. 
bukes for their pains. Depart from me, you 
come not here, you come too late, you run 
too lazily, the door is ſhut, When once the 
maſter o the houſe is riſen up, ſaith Chriſt, 
and hath' ſhut to the door, and ye begin to 
ſtand without and to knock, ſaying, Ford, 
Lord, open to us, I will ſay, 1 know you not, 
depart, &c. O ſad will the ſtare of thoſe be, 
that run and miſs; therefore if you will have 
heaven you muſt run for it; and ſo run that 
ye may obtain. 

Thirdly, becauſe the way is long, (I ſpeak 
metaphorically) and there is many a dirty ſtep, 


many a high hill, much work to do, a wicked 


heart, world and devil, to overcome: I fay, 
there are m any ſteps to be taken by thoſe that 
intend to be ſaved, by running or walking in 
the ſteps of that faith of our father Abraham. 
Out of Egypt thou muſt go through the Red- 
ſca; chou muſt run a long and tedious jqurney, 
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through the vaſt howling wilderneſs before 


Muſt run for it; becauſe as the way is long, 


E 


ou come to the land of promiſe. 
Fourthly, they that will go to heaven they 


o the time in which they are to get to the end 
f it is very uncertain; the time preſent is the 
only time; thou hait no more time allotted 
hee than that thou now enjoyeſt. Boaſt not thy- 
elf of to- morrow, for thou knoweſt not what A. 
day may bring forth. Do not ſay, I have time 
nough to get to heaven ſeven years hence, 
for I te!l thee the bell may toll for thee before 
ſeven days more be ended; and when death: 
comes, away thou muſt go, whether thou art 
provided or not; and therefore look to it; 
make no delays; it is not good dallying with 
things of ſo great concernment, as the falyation- 
or damnation of thy ſoul. You-know he that 
hath a great way to go in a little time, and leſs 
by halt chan he thinks of, he had need run for: 
1c 


6 


Fifthly, they that will have heaven they muſt 
run for it, becauſe the devil, the law, ſin, 
death and hell followeth them. There is ne- 
ver a poor ſoul. that is going to heaven, but 
the devil, the law, ſin, death and hell, makes 
after that ſoul, The devil, your adverſary, as 
a roaring lion goeth about ſeeking whom he 
may devour.. And L will aſſure you the devil 
is nimble. he can run apace, he is light of foot, 
he hath overtaken many, he hath turned up 
their heels, and hath given them an everlaſting 
fall. Allo the law, that can ſhoot a great way, 
have a care thou keep out. of the reach of thoſe 


4 
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greit guns, the ten commandments. Hell al 
hath a wide mouth, it can ſtretch itſelf farthi 
than you are aware of: And as the angel fa 


to Lot, take heed, look not behind the 
neither tarry thou in all the plain (thar i 
any where between this and heaven) le 
thou be conlumed,” ſo ſay I to thee, tal 
cted, tarry not, leſt either the devil, hell, deat 
or the fearful curſes of the law of God, d 
overtake thee, and throw thee down in th 
midſt of thy ſins, ſo as never to riſe and re 
cover again. If this were well conſidered 
then thou, as well as I, wouldit ſay, they th. 
will have heaven mult run for it. 

Sixthly, they that will go to heaven muſt ru 
for it, becauſe perchance the gates of heave 
way be ſhut ſhortly. Sometimes ſinners hav! 
not heaven gates open to them ſo long as the) 
ſuppoſe: and if they be once ſhut againſt. : 
man, they are ſo heavy, that all the men is 
the world, nor all the angels in heaven, are 
not able to open them. I ſhut and no man can 
open, ſaith Chriſt. And now if thou ſhouldit 
come but one quarter of an hour too lete ? | 
tell thee it will colt thee an eternity to bewail 
thy miſery in : Francis Spira can teil thee what 
it is to (lay till the gate of mercy Fe quite 
ſhut ; or to run ſo Jazily, that they be ſhut 
before thou get within ihem. What, to be 


ſhut out? What out of heaven! Sinner, rather 


than loſe it, run for it; yea, and So run that 
thou mayeſt obtain. 
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LaClly, becauſe if thou loſe thou loſe? all, 
thou loſeſt foul, God, Chriſt, heaven, tile, 
peace, &c. Beſides, thou layelt thyſelf open 
to all the ſhame, cotitemp?!, and rep oach, that 
either God, Chriit, ſaints, the world, fin, the 
devil, and all can lay upon thee. As Chriit 
faith of the fooliſh builder, fo will I fay of 
thee, if thou be ſuch a one who runs and mil- 
ſeſt; I ſay, even all that go by will begin to 


mock at thee, ſaying, This man began to run 


wel., but was not able to finiſh. But more 


of chis anon. 


Queſtion. But how ſhould a poor ſoul do to 


run; For this very thing is that which afflicteth 


me fore, as you ſay, to think that I may ron, 
and yet fall hort. Methinks to fall ſhoit at 
lait, O it fears me greatly, piay tell me there- 
fore b »w I ſhould run, 

Anſw. 1 hat thou mayeſt indeed be fat sſied 
in this particular, conſider - thele following, 
things. 

The firſt Direction. 


If thou would:t to run as to obtain the king- 


dom of heaven, then be fute that thou get into 


the way that icadeth thither: for it is a vain 
thing to think that ever thou ſhalt have the 
prize, though thou runnelt never ſo faſt, unlels 
thou art in the way that leads to it. Set th: 
caſe that there ſhoul be a man in London that 
was to run to York for a wager; now though 
he run never ſo {witily, yet if he run full ſouth, 


he might run himſelf quickly out of breath, 


and be never the nearer the prize, but rather 
the 


1. 
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the farther off. Juſt ſo it is here, it is not ſim- 
ply the runner, nor yet the haſty runner, that 
' winneth the crown, unleſs he be in the way 
that leaderh thereto. I have obſerved, that 
little time which I have been a profeſſor, that 
there is a great running to and tro, ſome this 
way, and ſome that way, yet it is to be feared 
moſt of chem are out of the way; and then, 
though they run as ſwift as an eagle can fly, 
they are benefited nothing at all. 

Here is one runs a quaking, another a rant- 
ing; one again runs after the baptiſm, and 
another after the independency; Jie one 
for free wi:l, and another for presbytery, and 
yet poſſibly. moſt of all theſe ſects run quite the 
wrong way, and yet every one is for his life, 
his {oul, either for heaven or hell. | 

If thou now ſay, which is the way? I tell 
thee it is CHRIST THE SON OF MARY, 
THE SON OF GOD. Teſus ſaith, I am the 
way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh 
to the father but by me. So then thy buſinc:8 
as if thou wouldit have ſalvation) to ſee if 
Chriſt he chine, with all his benefits; whether 
he hath covered thee with his righteouſneſs, 
whether he hath ſhewed thee that thy fins are 
waſhed away with his heart blood, whether 
thou art p'anted into him, and whether thou 
hare faith in him, ſo as to make a life out of 
him, ad to como m thee to him; that is, ſuch. 
taith as to conclude that thou art righteous, be- 
cauſe Chriſt is thy righteauſneſs, and ſo con- 
[trained ro walk with him as the joy of thy 


heart, 


8 | 
heart, becauſe he ſaveth thy ſoul. And for 
the Lord's fake take heed, and do not deceive 
thyſelf, and think thou art in the way upon 
oo ſlight grounds for if thou mis of the way, 
then thou wilt miſs of the prize, and if thou miſs 
of that I am ſure thou wilt loſe thy ſoul, even 


Ithat foul which is worth mere than the whole 


world, 

But 1 have treated more largely on this in 
my book of the two covenants, and therefore 
ſhall paſs it now; only I beſeech thee to have 
a care of thy ſoul, and that thou mayeſt ſo do, 
take this counſel, 

Miſtruſt thy own' ſtrength, and throw it 
away; down on thy knees in prayer to the 
Lord for the ſpirit of truth; ſearch his word 
na direction: flee ſeducers company; keep 
ane with the ſoundeſt chriſtians, that have 
Xperichce- of Chriſt; and be ſure thou 
bag a "Uh of quakers, ranters, free willers: 
Alſo do not have too much company with ſome 
anabaptiſts, though I go under that name my- 
lelf. I rell thee this is. ſach a ſerious matter, 
and I fear thou wilt ſo little regard it, that the 
thought of the worth of the thing and of thy 
too light regarding of it, doth even make my 
eart ake whilſt 1 am writiug to thee, The 
Lord tcach thee the way by his ſpirit, and then 
I am ſure thou wilt know it. So run. 

Only by the way let me bid thee have a care 
of two things, and fo 1 ſhall paſs to the next 
ng. 

irt, have a care of relying on the outward 
bedien e to wy of God's commands, or 


[5 
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thinking thyſelf ever the better in thę, ſight of 
God for that. „ {4-4 +! 3 426 2m + 
+ Secondly, take heed, of fetching page. for 
thy ſoul from any,. inherent rightequſnels;: but 
if thou canſt believe, that as thou art a Tinner, 
ſo thou art juſtified freely by the love of God, 
through the redemption that is in Chrilt ; and 
that God for Chrilt's ſake hath forgiven thee, 
not becauſe he ſaw any thing done; or ta, be 
done, in or by thee to moye him thereunto to 
do it; for that's the right way; the Lord put 
thee into it, and Keep,thre in it. 
The ſecond Direction. 

As thou ſhou'deſt get into the way, fo thou 
ſhouldeſt alſo be much in ſtudying, and mu- 1 
ſinz on the way, You know men that would 
be expert in any thing, they are uſually much 
in ſludying of that thing, and ſg like wiſe is it 
with thoſe that quickly grow expert, in any way, f 
this therefore thou ſhouldelſt do; let thy ſtudy b 10 
be much exerciſed about Chriſt, which is the,. 
way; what he is, what he hath done, and 
why he is, what he is, and why he hath done 
what is done; as why he took upon him th 
form of a ſervant, Phil. 2. why he was madg 


in:the-likeneſs of man, why he cried, why ha hae 
died, why he bare the ſin of the world. why 1 


was made fin, and why he was made righte] 
ouſneis, why he is in heaven in the nature of 
man, and what he doth there; be much inf 
muſing and confidering of theſe things; bt 
thinking alſo enough of thoſe places whic 
thou muſt not come near, but leave ſome o 
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this hand, and ſome onzthut hand; as it is with 
thoſe that travel into other Countries, they muſt 


leave ſuch a gate on this hand, and ſuch a buſh 
on that hand, and go by ſuch a place, where 


fandeth ſüch a thing; thus therefore you 
muſt do, avoid ſuch things which are expresly 
forbidden in the word of God. Wirhdraw 
thy foot far from her, and come not nigh the 
door of her houſe, for her ſteps take hold of 
hell, going down to the chambers of death. 
And i6 of every thing that is not in the way, 
have a Care of it, that thou go not by it, come 
not near it, have nothing to do with it. So run. 
The third Direction. 

Not only thus, but in the next place, thou 
muſt ſtrip thyſelf of thoſe things that may hang 
upon thee, to the hindering of thee inthe way 
to the kingdom of heaven, as covetouſneſs, 
pride, Tuſt, or whatever elſe thy heart may, 
be inclining unto, which may binder thee in 
this heavenly race. Men that run for à wa- 
ger, it they intend to win as well as run, they 

o not uſe to incumber themſelves, or carry 
hote things about them that may be an hinde- 
ance to them in their running. Every man 
hat ſtriveth for the maſtery is temporate in 
ll things, that is, he layeth aſide every thing 


What would be any wiſe a diſad vantage to him; 
ature Ol 
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Is ſaith the apoſtle, Let us lay aſide every 


weight, and the fin that doth ſo eaſily beſet 
* us, and let us run with patience the race that 

* is ſer before us.“ It is but a vain thing to 
alk of going to heaven, if thou let thy heart 


. 
be incumbered with thoſe things that would 
hinder, Would you not ſay that ſuch a ma 


would be in danger of loſing, though he run 
if he fills his pockets with ſtones, hang heav 
garments on his ſhoulders, and great lumpi 
ſhoes on bis fee: ? So is it here, thou calkeſt of 
going to heaven, and yet filleſt thy pocket 
with ſtones, i. e. filleſt thy heart with thi: 
world, and letteſt that hang on thy ſhoulders wit 
its profits and pleaſures ; alas, alas, thou art 
widely miſtaken ; if thou intendeſt to win thou 
muſt ſtrip, thou muſt lay aſide every weight 
thou muſt be temporate in ali things. Thou 


muſt ſo run. | 
| | The fourth Direction. 


Beware of by-paths, take heed thou doſt no}, 


run into thoſe lanes which lead out of the 
way. There are crooked paths, paths in whic 


men go aſtray, paths that lead to death and 


damnation, but take heed of all thoſe. Some 
of them are dangerous becauſe of practice 
© ſome becauſe of opinion, but mind them not 


mind the path, beſore thee, look right befor 


thee, turn neither to the righr hand nor to the 
left, but let thine eyes look. right on, eve 
right before thee ; Ponder the path of thy feet 
and let all thy ways be eſtabliſhed. Turn not te 
the right hand, nor to the left, Remove th 
foot far from evil. I his counſel being not fc 


ſeriouſly taken as given, is the reaſon of that 
ſtarting from opinion to opinion, reeling thigh 
way and that way, out of this lane into that 
lane, and ſo miſſing the way to the kingdom 
Meas. | 1 hough 


ev 
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t would 7 hough the way to heaven be but one, yet | 
a MAY there are many crooked lanes and by-paths 


he run 
heav 


ſhoot down upon it, as I may ſay. Andlagam 
= potwithſranding the kingdom of heaven be the 
UMPINT biggeſt city, yet uſually thoſe: by-paths are 
IKe moſt beaten, moſt travelleis go thoſe ways ; 
'pocke and therefore the way to heaven is hard to 
th tht found, and as hard to be kept in, by re- 
ers WH (on of theſe. Vet nevertheleſs it is in this caſe, 
hou arſf as it was wich the harlot of Jericho, ſhe had: | 
in thou one ſcarlet thread tied in her window, by which 
weight her houſe was known, ſo it is here, tho ſcager” | 

Thoqfgreams of Chriſt's blood run throughout the? | 
way to the kingdom of heaven ; therefore; 
mind that, ice if thou do bad the beſprinkling: | 
the blood of Chriſt in the way, 55 if thou 
o, be of good cheer, thou art in the righe | 
way; but have a care thou beguile not chyfelf | 
with a fancy; for then thou may'ſt light into 
any lane or way but that thou may'ſt- not be: | 
iifcaken, conſider, tho' it ſeems never ſo plea- 
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m not Want, yet if thou do not find that in the "ys 
t beforeniddle of the road there is written with the? 
Tr to thqſheart blood of Chriſt, that he came into the 


n, cvciworld:to ſave ſinners, and that we areyuſtified, | 
thy feet hough we are ungodly ; ſhun that way; for 
n not tolthis it is which the apoſtle meaneth when ha 
ove thſaith, We have boldneſs to enter into the 


not fc 


; 


+ holieſt by the blood of Jeſus; by a new and 


of thai« living way which he hath. conſecrated for 
ing thigr us, through the wail, that is to ſay, his fleſh” ' 
nto thao eaſy a matter is it in this our day for the 
ingdom 
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** his by - paths the way to the kingdom? 
If ſuch an opinion or fancy be but cried up by 
one or more, tins inſcription being ſet upon it 
by the devil (this is the way of God,) how 
ſpeedily, greecily, and by heaps, do poor 
fimple ſouls throw away themſelves upon it; 
elpccially if it de daubed over wich a fe ex- 
zernal acts of mortality, if fo good? but this 
ig-becauſe men do dot know painted by · paths 
from the plain way to the kingdom of heaven. 
They have not yet learned the true Chriſt, and 
wie his righteouſneſs is, neither have they a 
ſenſe ot their own inſufficiency; but are bold, 
proud, preſumptuous, e conceited. Auen 


here fore. 

Pi The fifth Direction. | | 
Do not thou: be too much in looking roo 
high in thy journey heavenwards. You know 
men that run, a race do not ule to ſtare. and 
gaze this way and that, neither: do they uſe to 
caſt up. their eyes tuo high, leſt haply, assung 
their too much paving die their eyes after 
other things they in mean time ſtumble, 
aad; catch 1 The very ſame caſe is this, 
af} thou gaze andi ſtart after every opinion and 
way - owing into the world, alſo if thou be 
prying. overmuch into God's ſecret decrees, or 
let thy heart too much entertain queſtions about 
ſtome. nice, ..fqoliſh curioſities, thou may'ſt 
-umble and fall, as. many hundreds in Eng- 
land have. done, both in ranting and quakery, 
to their ow] i eternal overthtow, lrg wn 


| yellgus opera of God's grace be ſt 
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dem? Ndenly ſtretched forth to bring them back again. 
up by Take heed therefore, follow not that praud 
pon it Nlofty ſpirit; that, devil-like; cannot be con- 
how tent with his own ſtation. David was of an 
poor excellent ſpirit, where he faith, Lord, my 
on it ; © heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty, 
w ex. neither do I exerciſe: myſeif i in great matters, 
© this or things too high for me: Surely 1 hart 


paths . behaved and con myſelf as u child that 
aven,. is weaned of his mother: My n even on 
t. and weaned. child. Do thou ſo run. 
they a 1 The ſixth Direction. 


Take. heed that you have not an ear open te 
very one that calleth” after you as you are in 
your journey, men that run, if any do call 
after thein; ſaying; I would ſpeak with you, or 
go not too faſt, and you ſhall have my com- 


bold, 
And s 


1g too 


Know Pany with you, if they-run for ſome great 
re and matter they uſe to ſay; alas, I: cannot ſtay, I 
uſe to Im in halte, pray talk not to me now; neithet 
rough * ſtay for you, I am running for a wager 3 
>: after. f I win I am made, if I loſe J am undone, and 


umble, Mherefore hinder me not. Thus wile are men 
is this, When they run for corruptible things, and thus 
en and HHouldeſt thou do, and thou haſt more cauſe 
hou be h do ſo than they, foraſmuch as they run but 
'ecs, Or =r things that laſt not, but thou? for an incot- 


about Mptible glory. I give. thee; notice of this be- 
may'ſt mes, knowing that thou ſhalt have enough 
n Eng- call after ther, even the devil, fin, this 


'orld, vain company,” pleaſures, profits, eſ- 
em among men, eaſe, pomp, pride, together 
th an innumerable company of ſuch com- 


uakery, 
ut 
58 ſud- 


deny anions; one crying, ſtay for me, the other 


SY * 


Rying, do not leave me behind, a thitd fay- 
ing and take me along with you. What will 
vou go ſaith the devil, without your fins, 
pleaſures and profits? are you ſo haſty ? can 
vou not ſtay and take theſe. along with you? 
will you leave your, friends and companions 
behind you? can you not do as your ' neigh: 
bouts do, carry the world; ſin, luſt, pleaſure, 
profit, eſteem among men a ohg with you; 
have a care thou co not let thine ear now. be 
open to the tempting, enticing, alluring, and 
ſoul- in ·tangling flaiterics of ſuch ſink ſou:s as 
theſe are. My fon, ſaith Soomon, if ſin- 
ners entice thee conſent thou nat. D” 
Lou know what it coſt the yaung man, which 
Solomon fpeaks of in the th of the Proverbs, 
that was enticed by a harlot, With much 
fair ſpeech. ſhe won him, and cauſed him to 
yield, with the flattering of her lips ſhe 
* forced him, till he went after her as an ox 
** to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correc- 
tion of the ſtocks; even fo far till the dart 
* {truck through his liver, and knew not that 
it was for his life. Hearken unto me now 
.** therefare, ſaith he, O ye children, and at- 
tend to the words of my mouth, let not 
* thine heart decline to her ways, go not 
aſtray in her paths, for ſhe hath calt down 
* many, wounded, yea, many ſtrong men 
* haye been slain (that is, kept dut of heaven) 
by her houſe is the way to hell, going down 
„ to the chambers of death.“ Soul, take this 
eountel, and fay, ſatan, n, luſt, pleaſure, 
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1}. profit, pride, friends, companions, and every 
{|| thing ciſe, let him alone, ſtand oft, come 
not nigh me, for | am running for heaven, for 
>| my foul, my God, for Chriſt, from hell and 
ll cvcrlalting damnation z if I win, I win all, 
b. and if Loſe, I loſe all; let me alone, for I will 
e. not hear. So run. 3 
1 ; The leventh Direction. 
de In the next place, be not daun ed though 
chou meeteſt with never ſo many diſcourage- 
ments in thy journey thither. That man that 
is reſolved for heaven, if Satan cannot win him 
by flatteries, he will endeavour to weaken him 
ch by diicouragements ; ſa ying, thou art a ſin- 
* ner, thou haſt broke God's law, thou art 
ch ot clected, thou comeſt too late, the day of 
grace is paſt, God doth not care for thee, thy 
he ff heart is naught, thou art lazy, with a hun- 
dred other diſcouraging ſuggeſtions, and thus 
it was with David, where he faith, ** I had 
* fainted unleſs I had believed to fee the lov. 
* ing kihdnels of the Lord in the land of the 


— „living.“ As if he ſhould ſay, the devil did 
ats fo rage, and my acart was ſo bale, that had I 


udged according to my own ſenſe and feeling 
had been abſolutely diſtracted, but I truſted 
to Chriſt in the promiſe, and looked that God 
vould be as good as his promile, in having 
1ercy upon me, an unworthy ſinner; and this 
is that which encouraged. me, and kept me 
from fainting. And thus muſt thou do when 
dacan, or the law, or thy on conſcience, do ga 
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about to diſhearten thee, either by the great. 
nels of thy ſins, the wickedneſs of thy heart 
the tediouſneſs of the way, the lols of out 
ward erjuyments, the hatred that thou wil 
procure trom the world, or the like; the 
thou muſt encourage thyſelf with the freenef; 
of the promiſes, the tender heartedneſs © 
Chriſt, the merits of his blood, the frteneſs © 
his invitations to come in, the ereatheſ of tht 


In of others that have been pardoned, and thaf 


the ſame God, through the ſame Chriſt, hoid 
eth forth the fame grace as free as ever, | 
theſe be. not thy meditations thou wilt dra 
vt ry heavily in the way to heaven, if thou c 
not give up all for loſt, and ſo knock off fro! 
following any farther ; therefore I ſay, ta 
heart in thy journey, and ſay to them that ſee 
thy deſtruction, ** rejoice not againſt me, 
my enemy, for when | fall I ſhall ariſe, whe 
1 fir in darkneſs the Lord ſhall be a light unt 
me.“ So run. 
The eighth Direction. 
Take heed of heing offended at the cro 
that thou muſt go by before thou come 
heaven. You mult underſtand (as I have a 
ready touched) that there is no man that gott 
to heaven but he mult go by the croſs. 7 
croſs is the ſtanding way mark by which 
they that go to glory muſt paſs. 
We mvſt through much tribulat on er 
into the kingdom 'of heaven, Yea, and 
Ahat wilt hve godiy in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall fy 
ier perſecution, 11 thou art in thy way tot 
kingdor 
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kingdom, my life for thine thou wilt cone at 
the croſs ſhortly, (the Lord grant thou doſt 
not ſhrink at it, ſo as to turn thee back again.) 
«© If any man will come after me, ſaith Chriſt, 
jet him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs 
daily, and follow me.“ The croſs it ſtands 
and hath ſtood, from the beginning es a way- 
mark to the kingdom of heaven, You know 


it one aſk you the way to ſuch and ſuch a place, 


you for the better direction do not only lay, 
this is the way, but then alſo ſay, you muſt 
go by ſuch a gate, by ſuch a ſtile, ſuch a buſh, 
tree, bridge, or ſuch like: why fo it is here; 
art tou enquiting the way to heaven? why 1 
tell thee Chriſt is tae way. into him thou muſt 
get, into his righteouſneſs to be juttified ; and 
if thou art in him, thou wilt preſently ſee the 
croſe, thou muſt go clo!e by ir, thou mult 
touch it, nay, thou mult take it up, or elle 
th u wilt quickly go out of the way that lead; 
to heaven, and turn up ſome of thoſe crooked 
lanes that lead down to the chambers of death. 
Now thou mayeſt know the crols by theſe fix 
A things. 

1. It is known in the di ctrine of juſtifica- 
tion. 2. In the doctrine of mortification 3. 
In the doctrine of perſeverance, 4, In ſelt- 
denial. 5 Patience. 6 Communion with poor 
ſaints. * 

Firſt, in the doCtrine. of juſtification, there 
is a great deal of the croſs in that; a man is 
forced to ſuffer the defſtru.!ion of his own 
rightcouſnels ior the rightcouſueſs of another. 
g This 


this is. no eaſy matter for a man to do, I af. 


880 


fure to you it ſtretched every vein in his heal- 
before he will be brought to yield to it. Whrt 
for a man to deny, reject, abhor, and throw rs 
away all his prayers, tears, alms, keeping of . 
ſabbhaths, hearing, reading, with the reſt, in 
he point of juſtification, and to count them 
accuried, and be willing in the very mit 
of tne ſenſe of his ſins to throw himſelf who'ly 
upon the rightcoulneſs and obedience of another 
man, abhorring his own, counting it as dead- 
ly ſing as the open breach of the law; I ſay, 
to do this in- deed and in truth is the biggelt 
piece of the croſs, and therefore Paul calleth 
this very thing a, ſuffering, ; where he faith, 
„ And I have ſoffered the loſs of all things 
which principally was his righteoutfacls, that 
I might win Chriſt, and be found in him, not 
having, but rejecting, my own righteouſneſs, 

Thar is the brit. 
Secondly, in the doctrine of mortification is 
alſo much of the. crols. Is-it nothing for a 
man to lay hands on bis vile opinions, on his 
vile ſins, of his boſom lins, of his beloved 
pleafant, darling fins, that ſtick as cloſe to him 
as the fleſh ſticks to the bones? what, to loſe 
all theſe brave things that my eyes behold, for 
that which 1 never ſaw with my eyes? what, 
to loſe my pride, my covetouſneſs, my vain 
company, ſports and pleaſures, and the reſt ? 
I tell you this is no eaſy matter, if it were, 
what nced all thoſe prayers, ſighs, watchings? pre. 
what necd we be ſo backward to it? nay, do | 
you 
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du not fee, that ſome men before ty win | 
jet about this work, they will even ventüte the 
loſs of their ſouls, heaven, God, Chriſt, and 
all? what means elſe all thoſe delays atid'pur- 
Woffs; ſaying, ſtay a little longer, Jam lot to 
leave my ſins wile F am 10 young,” and in 
health ! .again, what is the reaſon elſe that 
others do it ſo by the halves, coldly; ant ſel- 
dom, notwithflanding they are convinced over 
and over; nay, and alſo promiſe to «amend, 
and yet all's in vain; I will aſſure you, to cut 
off right hands, and to pluck out right, eyes, 
is no pleaſure to the fleſh, © 
Thirdly, the doctriue of perſevenitice is a'fo 

roſs to the fleſh, which is not only to begin 
but to ho d out, not only to bid fair, and to 
lay; would I had heaven; but ſo to krow 
Chriſt, to put on Chriſt; and walk with Chriſt 
ſo as to come to heaven. Ii deed it is no great 
matter 0 begin to look tor heaven, to begin 
to ſeek the Lord, to begin to ſhun ſin; O but 
it is a very great mattꝭt to continue "with God's 
approbation, *My fervant Caleb, ſaith God, 
is a man of another” ſpirir,' he hath followed 


90 me (followed me always, he hath continually 
loſe followed me,) fully he ſhal! poſſefs the land.“ 
hs Almoſt all the many thquſands of tht children 
_ of iſrael in their generation ſell ſhort of perſe- 
ain Nverance when they walked from Egypt towards 
& > de land of Canaan: Indeed they Wert to the 
re work at firſt pretty willingly, - but they were 
ys 2 very ſhort winded, they were quickly out of 


breath, and in their hearts they ' turned back 
again into Egypt, 
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It. is an eaſy matter for àa man to run hard ſor f ſeldos 
a ſpurt, for a/ furlong, for a mile or two; O Ivhich 

tqhold out for a hundred, for thouſand, N Wworld 
for ten thopſand miles, chat man that deth fend; 
this, he muſt look to intet with cröſs, pain, feear t 
and weariſomeneſs to thè fleſn, eſpecially it as ¶ pleaſe 
he goeth he mecteth with briars and quag- how x 
mures, and other, incutnberances, that — of the 
his j Naben ſo much the mote painfuller. conkid 

Nay, Go not you ſee-with: your eyes Gaily 
and perſeverance & a very great part of the J 
croſs. why elſe do men ſo ſoon grow weafy, 
I could point out a many, that after they have 
followed. the ways of God about a twelvemonth 
others it may de two, three, or four (ſome 
more, and ſome: leſs); years, they have been 
beat out of wind, have taken up their lodging 
and reſt before they have got half way to heaven 
fome in this, and ſome in that ſin; and have 
ſecretly, nay, ſometimes apenly ſaid that the 
way is too ſtrait, the race too long, the religi- 
on too haly, and cannot hold out. 1 can 80 
no farther. 

And ſo „eig ſet che . Min 990 wit) 
patience, ſelf denial, communion, and com- 
munication with and to the poor ſaints: How 
hard are theſe things? it is an eaſy matter to 
deny another man, but it is not ſo eaſy a mat- 
ter to deny oneſelf ; to deny myſelf out of 
lyve to God, to his goſpel, to his ſaints, of 
this advantage, and of that gain, nay, of that 
which otherwiſe I might lawſully do, where it 
not for offending them. That eden 

* 1 
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| for [fe1aom rekd, and ſeldomer put in practice, 
OI bhich faith, „1 will eat no fleſn While the 
and, N world ſtanderh, if it make my brother to of- 
fend; again, We that are ſtreng ought to 
zam, Jeear the infirmities of the weak, and not to 
pleafe ourſelves. But how froward, how haſty, - 
how peeviſh and Zelf-reſolved are the generality 
of the profeſſors: at this day? * Alſo how little 
confidering the poor, unleſs it be to fay, Bo 
how warmed and filled? But to give is à ſel- 
Nom wark; alſo eſpecially to give to any poor; 
I rell you all things are croſs to fleſh and blood 
and that man that hath but à watchful eye over 
he fleſh, and alſo ſome conſiderable meaſure 
8 ſtrength againſt it, he ſhall find his heart 
n theſe 'things like unto a ſtarting horſe, that 
s rid: without a curbing bri&le, ready to ftarr 
1 Þt every thing that is offenſtve- to him; yea 
And ready to run n od do what che rider 
an. 
It is the croſs which Iebvpert thoſe 8 are 
ept from heaven. I am perſuaded were it not 
or the croſs, where we have one profeſſor we 
ould have twenty; but this crols that is it 
hich ſpoileth all. 
Some mien, as I ſaid before, when they cc come 
t the croſs they can go no farther, but back 
gain to their fins they mult go. Others they 
tumble at it, and break their necks ; others 
gain when they ſee the croſs is approaching, : 
cy turn aſide to the left hand, or to the right 
d, and ſo think to get to heaven anbtfer 
ys "OM they will be deceived: © For all 00 
. 1 
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will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus fall, mark, 
ſhall be {ure to ſuffer perſecution,” There are 
but few whev they come at the croſs, cry wel- 
come croſs, as ſome of the Martyrs, did to the 
ſtake they we e burned at: Therefore if you 
meet . «jth the croſs in thy journey, in what 
manner ſoever it be, be not daunted, and ſay 
alas, what ſhall I do now? But rather . 
courage, krowing that by the croſs is the way 
to Abe kingdom. Can ag man beheve in Chriſt, 
and not be hated by the devil? can he: make a 


profeſtion of this Chriſt,. and that ſweetly and 
convincingly, and the children ot Satan bold 


their tongue? can darkneſs agree with light? 


ar the devil endure that Chriſt Jeſs ſhould þ 
be honoured both by faith and a heavenly con- 
verſation, and let that ſoul, alone at quiet: did 


you never read, that the diagon perſecuted the 


woman, and that Chriſt faith, in the world $1 


you ſhall have tribulations. 
The ninth Direction. 

Beg of God that he would do theſe to thingy 
for * firſt, enlighten, thine underſtanding: 
and, ſecondly, inflame thy will. If theſe two 
be but eſſectually done, 43 is no fear bu 
thou wilt go ſate to heaven. 2 

One of the great reaſons why men and wo- 
men do fo little regard the other world it is, 
becauſe they ſee ſo little of it: and the reafonf 
why they ſee ſo little of it is, becauſe they have 
their underſtanding darkened; and tt 
faith Paul, do not, you believers walk as de 
other Gentiles, even in the vanity of [their 

| minds, 
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minds, having their underſtanding darkened, 
being alienated from the life of God through 
the ignorance, or fooliſhneſs, that is in. them, 
becauſe of the blindneſs of their heart. Walk 
not as thoſe, run not with them; alas, poor 
ſouls, they kave their underſtandings darkened 
their hearts blinded, and that 1s the reaſon that 
they have ſuch undervaluing thoughts of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſalvation of their 
ſouls. For when men do come to ſce the 
things of another world, what a God, what a 
Chriſt, what a heaven, and what an eternal 
glory there is to be enjoyed; alſo when they 
lee that it is poſſible for them to have a ſhare 
in it, I tell you it will make them run thorow 
thick and thin to enjoy it. Moſes having a 
ight of this, becauſe his underſtanding was 
nlightened, ** He feareth not the wrath of the 
ing, but choſe rather to ſuffer afflictions with 
he peop'e of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures 
df fin for a ſeaſon. He refuſed to be called. 
he ſon of the king's daughter; accounting it 


ding: fronderful riches to be counted worthy of fo, 
e twohnuch as to ſuffer: for Chriſt with the de- 
ar butrJpiſed ſaints; and that was becauſe he ſaw him 
..--» ho was inviſib'e, and had reſpect unto the 
1d wo-ecompence of reward. And this is that which 
|- it is, ſhe apoſtle uſually prayeth for in his epiſtles for 
reaſonſhe ſaints, namely, That they might know 
y haveſyhat.is- the hope of God's calling, and the 
ereforeſiches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
as doſſpints. And that they might be able to com- 
f theufrehend with all ſaints, what i the breadtk 
minds, g SW - >= agg 
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and length, and depth, and height, and know 
the love of Chrift, which paſſeth knowledge. 
Pray therefore that God would enlighten thy 
unceritanding, that will be a very great help 
unto thee, It will make thee endure mMAny- a 
hard brunt for Chriſt, as Paul faith, ** after 
vou were illuminated, ye endured a great fight 
of aſtlictions. You took joyfully the ſpoil- 
ing of your goods, knowing in yourſelves that 
ve have in heaven a better and an enduring 
ſubſtance.” Tf there be never ſuch a rare 
jewel lye juſt in a man's way, yet if he ſees it 
not, he will rather trample upon it than ſtoop 
for it, and it is becauſe he ſees it not. Why ſo 
it is here, though heaven be worth never ſo 
much, and thou haſt never ſo much need of 
it, yet if thou ſee it not, that is, have not thy 
underſtanding open or enlightened to ſee, thou 


wilt not regard all : therefore cry to the Lord F 


for enlightening grace, and fay, Lord open 
my blind eyes; Lord take the vail off of my 
dark heart, ſhew me. the things of the other 
world, and let me ſee the ſweetneſs, glory, 
and excellency of them for Chriſt his lake, 
This is the firſt, 
Ou The tenth Direction. 


Cry to God that he would inflame thy will 


allo with the things of the other world. For 
when a man's will is fully ſet to do ſuch or 
duch a thing, then it muſt be a very hard mat- 
* hinder that man from bringing 

is end. When Paul's will was ſet re- 
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now f ſignified to him before what he ſnould there 
edge. Iſuffer, he was not daunted at all ; -nay, faith 


1 thy he,“ J am ready, or willing, not only to be 


help bound, but alſo to die at Jeruſalem for the 
ny a frame of the Lord Jeſus,” His will was in- 
alter [flamed with love to Chriſt, and therefore all 
fight the perſuaſions that could be uſed wrought 
poil- nothing at all. 
that] Your ſelf.will'd people robody knows whgt 
aring Ito do with them; we uſe to ſay, he will have 
rare Ibis uwn will do all what you can. Indeed to 
ves it Ihave ſuch a will for heaven is an admirable ad- 
toop vantage to a man that undertaketh a race thi- 
iy ſo ther; a wan that is reſolved, and hath his will 


er ſo fixed, ſaith he, I will do my beſt to advantage 
d of Imyſelf; I will do my worſt to hinder my ene- 
t thy mies ;; I will not give out as long as I can ſtand 
thou I will have i: or I will loſe my life; thoughhe 
Lord lay me yet will I truſtin him. Iwill not let thee 
open No except thou bleſs me. I will, I will, I will, 
f my PO this bleſſed inflamed will for heaven ! what 
ther Þs it like ! if a man be willing, then any argu- 
lory, nent ſhall be matter of encouragement 3 but if 
ake, (unwilling, then any argument ſhall give diſ- 


ouragement; this is ſeen both in ſaints and 
inners ; to them that are the children of God, 
will And alſo thoſe Sat are the children of the devil 
For Fs, l 

h or PFirſt, the ſaints of old, they being willing 
mat- nd reſolved for heaven, what could ſtop them? 
ging Pould fire and faggot, ſword or halter, ſtink- 
- re- Ing dungeons, whips, bears, bulls, lions, cruel 
was 
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rackings, toning, ſtarving, nakedneſs, &c. and 
in all theſe things they were more than conque- 
rors, through him that loved them; who had 
alſo made them willing in the day of his power. 
Secondly, ſeeing again on the other ſide the 
children of the devil, becauſe they are not wil - 
ling, how many ſhifts and ſtarting holes will 
they have. I have married a wife, I bave a 
farm, I ſhall offend my landlord, I ſhall of- 
fend my maſter, I ſhall loſe my trading, 
mall loſe my pride, my pleaſures, I ſhall be 
mocked and ſcoffed, therefore l dare not come. 
I, faith another will ſtay till I am older, till 
the children are out, till I am got a little be- 
fore hand in the world, till I have done this, 
and that, and the other buſineſs ; but alas, the 
thizz is, they are not willing; for were the 
but ſoundly willing, theſe, and a thouſand 
ſuch as theſe, would hold them no faſter than 
the cords held Sampſon, when he broke them 
like burnt flax. I tell you the will is all; that 
is one of the chief things which turns the wheel 
either backwards or forwards; and God know- 
eth that full well, and fo likewiſe doth the de- 
vi, and therefore they both endeavour very 
much to ſtrengthen the will of their ſervants: 
God, he is for making of his a willing people 
to ſerve him; and the devil he doth what he 
can to poſſeſs the will and affection of thoſe 
that are his with love to fin ; and therefore 
when Chriſt comes cloſe to the matter indeed, 
' faith he, You vill not come to me. How often 
would I have gathered you as a hen doth her 
I chickens, 
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chickens, but you would not. The devil has poſ- 
ſeſſed their wills, and ſo long he was ſure 
enough of them. O therefore cry hard to God 
to inflame thy will for heaven and Chriſt : thy 
will, I fay, if that ve rightly ſet for heaven, 
thou wilt not be beat off with diſcourage- 
ments; and this was the reaſon that when Ja- 
cob wreſtled with the angel, though he loſt a 
limb, as it were, and the hollow of his thigh 
was put out of joint as he wreſtled with him, 
yet, faith he, I will not, mark, I will not let 
thee go except thou bleſs me. Get thy will tipt 
with heavenly grace and refolution againſt 
all diſcou ragements, and then thou goeſt full 
ſpeed for heaven; but if thou faulter in thy 
will, and be not found there, thou wilt run 
hobling and halting all the way thou runneſt, 


and allo to be ſure thou wilt fall ſhort at laſt. 


he Lord give thee a will and courage. 


o run to 


Thus have I done with directing thee how 
je kingdom; be ſure thou keep in 
memory, What [I have ſaid unto thee, left thou 
loſe thy way: but becauſe ] would have thee 
think of them, take all in ſhort in this little 


very 
ants! 
eoplei. 
at he 
thoſe 
refore 
deed, 
often 
h her 
kens, 


bit of paper.. 


Firſt, get jnto the way. 2. Then ſtudy on 

3. Then ſtrip, and lay aſide every thing 
hat would hinder., 4. Beware of bye - paths. 
Do not gaze and ſtare too much about thee, . 
ut be ſure to ponder the path of thy feet. 5 
Do not ſtop for any that. call after thee, whe. 
her it be the world, the Heſh, or the devil, tor- 
| theſe will hinder thy journey if poſſible, 
5 
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7 Bs not daunted with »ny diſcouragement 


thou meeteſt with as thou goelt. 8 Tak 
' heed of ſtumbling at the croſs. 9 Cry har 
10 God for an enlightened heart, and a willin 
mind,and God give thee a proſperous journe 

Yet before I do quite' take my leave of thee 
let me give thee a few motives along with thee 
Ir may be they will be as good as a pair of ſpu 
to prick on thy lumpiſh heart in this ric 
Journey. 


The firſt Motive. f 

Conſider there is no way but this, the 
muſt either win or loſe: if thou winneſt, the 
heaven, God, Chriſt, glory, eaſe, peace, lift 
yea, life eternal, is thine : thou ſhalt be mac 
equal to the angels in heaven, thou ſhalt foi 
row no more, ſigh no more, feel no more pal 
thou ſhalt be out of the reach of ſin, hel 
death, the devil, the grave, and whatever el 
may endeavour thy hurt : but contrariwiſe 
and if thou loſe, then thy loſs is heaven, glory 
God, Chriſt, eaſe, peace, and whatever cl 
which tendeth to make eternity comfortab 
to the ſaints; beſides thou procureſt etern 
death, ſorrow. pain, blackneſs, and darkneſ 
fellowſhip with devils, together with the eve! 
laſting damnation of thy own ſoul, 

The ſecond Motive. 


Conſider that this devil, this hell, death an 
damnation, followeth after thee as hard as the 
can drive, and have their commiſſion ſo to d 
by the law, againſt which thou haſt ſinnee 
haſt 
Th 


and therefore for the Lord's ſake make 
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nent | The third Motive, 
Tak If they ſeize upon thee before thou get to 
har the city of.retuge, they will put an everlaſting 


villin 
1rne 


ſtop to thy journey: This alſo cries, run for it. 
The fourth Motive. 
' thee Know alſo, that now heaven-gates, the heart 
1 the of Chriſt, with his arms, are wide open to re- 
f ſpurſj ceive thee. O methinks that this conſideration 
s rich} that the devil followeth after to deſtroy, and 
that Chriſt ſtandeth open-armed to receive, 
f ſhould make thee reach out and fly with all 
„tho hatte and ipeed. And therefore, 
t, the The fifth Motive. 
e, life Keep thine eyes upon the prize, be ſure that 
maq thy eyes be continually upon the profit thou 
It ſoi art like to get. The reaſon why men ate ſo apt 
e paiſ to faint in their race for heaven, it lieth chiefly 
„ hel in either of theſe two things: 
ver el Firſt, they do not ſer.ouſly conſider the worth 
riwiſe of the prize; or elſe if they do, they are afraid 
, glory it is too good for them: but muſt loſe heaven 
ver el tor want of conſidering the prize and the worth 
forrabY] of it. And therefore that thou may*lſt not do 
etern t he like, keep thy eye much upon the excel- 
rknely lency, the ſweetneſs, the beauty, the comfort, 
je evei the peace that is to be had there by thoſe that 
win the prize. This was that which made the 
apoſtle run thorough any thing, good report, 
evil report, perſecution, affiiftion, hunger, 
as theſ nakedneſs, peril by ſea, and peril by land, 
ſo to d bonds and impriſonment : alſo it made others 
ſinneq; endure to be ſtoned, ſawn aſunder, to have 


ce halle their eyes bored out with augers, their bodies 
Th broiled 


ath an 
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broiled on gridirons, their tongues cut out of 
| their mouths, boiled in cauldrons, thrown to 
the wild beaſts, burned at the ſtake, whipt at 
poſts, and a thouſand other fearful rorments, 
while they looked not atthe things that are ſeen, 
as the things of this world, bur as the things 
that are not ſeen; for the things which are ſeen 
are temporal; but the things wich are not ſeen 
are eternal. O this word eternal. that was it 
that niade them, that when they might have 
ad deliverance they would not accept of it, for 
they knew in the world to come they ſhould 

have a better reſorrection. 

2 And do not let the thoughts of the rare- 
neſs of the place make thee lay in thy heart, 
this is too good for me ; for I tell thee, hea- 
ven is prepared for whoſoever will accept of it, 

and they ſhall be entertained with hearty good 
welcome: conſider therefore, that as bad as 
thou have got thither; thither went ſcrubbed 
beggarly Lazarus, &c, Nay, it is prepared 
for the poor, Hearken my beloved brethren 
faith James, take notice of it, hath not God 


heirs of the kingdom!“ Therefore, take heart 
and run, man. And, F * 
The ſixth Motive, =. 
Think much of them that are gone before, 
Firſt, how ready they got into the kingdom. 
Serondlv, how ſafe they are. in the arms of 


worlds ? Or if they were, would they be afraid 


cho ſen the poor of this world rich in faith, a nd 


Jeſus ; would they be here again for a thouſand. 


that God would not. make them welcome? 
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Thirdly, what they would judge of thee if they 
knew thy heart began to fail thee in thy journey 
or thy ſins begin to allure thee, and to per- 
ſuade thee to ſtop thy race; would they not 
call thee a thouſand fools? and ſay, O that he 
did but ſee what we ſee, feel what we feel, and 
tafte. of the dainties that we taſte of. O, if he 
were one quarter of an hovr to behold, to ſee, 
to feel, to taſte and enjoy but the thouſandth part 
of what we enjoy. What would he do ! what 
would he ſuffer ! what would he leave undone! 
would he favour ſin ? would he love this world 
below? would he be afraid of friends, or 
ſhrink at the moſt fearful threatenings that the 
greateſt tyrants could invent to give him? 
nay, thoſe who had but a ſight of theſe things 
by faith, when they have been as far off from 
them as heaven from earth, yet they have been 
able to ſay with a comfortable and merry heart 
as the bird that ſings in the ſpring, that this 
and more ſhall not ſtop them from running to 


heaven. Sometimes, when my baſe heart hath 


beet: inclining to this world, and to loiter in 
my journey towards heaven, the very couli- 
deration of the glorious ſaints and angels in 
heaven, what- they enjoy, and what low 
thoughts they have of the things of this world, 
together, how they would beͤfool me, if they 
did but know that my heart was drawing 
back, hath cauſed me to ruſh forward, to 
diſdain theſe poor, low, empty, - beggarly, 
things, and to lay to my ſoul, come foul, let 
us not be weary ; let us ſee what this heaven 
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is; let us even venture all for it, and try if 
that will quit the coſt, Surely Abraham, 
David, Paul, and the reſt of the ſaints of 


God were as wile as any are now, and yet 


they loſe all for this glorious kingdom. O 
therefore throw away ſtinking luſts, follow 
after righteouſneſs, love the Lord Jeſus, de- 
vote thyſelf unto his fear, I'll warrant thee 
he will give thee a goodly recompence. Rea- 
der, what ſayeſt thou to this? art thou reſolv- 
ed to follow me? Nay, reſolve if thou canſt 
get before me. So run, that ye may obtain. 
The ſeventh Motive. 

To encourage thee a little farther, ſet to 
the work, and wnen thou haſt run thyſelf 
weary, then the Lord Jeſus will take thee up 
and carry thee ; is not this enough to make 
any poor ſoul begin his race ? Thou, perhaps, 
crieſt, O but I am feeble, I am lame, &c. 
Well, but Chriſt hath a boſom, conſider 
therefore when thou haſt run thyſelf down 
weary, he will put thee in his boſom. He 


ſhail gather the lambs with his arms, .and | 
carry them in his boſom, and ſhall gently] 


lead thoſe that are with young. This 1s the 
way that fathers take to encourage their 
child en, ſaying, run ſweet babe till thou art 
weary, and then I will take thee up and carry 
thee. He will gather his lambs with his 


arms, and carry them in his boſom ; when | 


they are weary they ſhall ride. 
The eigth Motive. 
Or elſe he vill convey new ſtrength from 
| ; heaven 


98 
try if | heaven into thy ſoul, which will be as well. 
aham, “ The youths ſhall faint and be weary, and 
ats of | the young men ſhall utterly fail but they 
d yet that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their 
n. Offftrength; they ſhall mount up with wings 
follow Flike eagles, they ſhall run and not be weary, 
s, de- they ſhall walk and not be faint.” What 
t thee [ſhall | ſay beſides what hath already been 
Rea- ſaid ? Thou ſhalt have good and eaſy lodging 
relolv- good and wholeſome diet, the boſom of 
1 canlt Chriſt to lie in, the joys of heaven to feed 
in. on: ſhall I ſpeak of the ſaticty and of the du- 
ation of all theſe? verily to deſcribe them 
ſet to to the height is a work too hard for me to 
thyſelf 10. | 
hee up The ninth Motive. | 
make | Again, methinks the very induſtry of the 
rhaps, evil, and the induſtry of his ſervants, &c. 
e, &c. ſhould make you that have a deſire for heaven 
onſider Ind happineſs to run apace. Why the devil 
down be will loſe no time, ſpare no pains, alſo 
. He hreither will his ſervants; both to ſeek the 
s, and Feſtrution of themſelves and others: and 
gently Pall not we be as induſtrious for our own 
is the ſalvation ? ſhall the world venture the dam- 
their hatioa of their ſouls for a poor corruptible 
ou art frown ; and ſhall not we venture the loſs of 
d carry few triflles for an eternal crown? Shalk 
ich his hey venture the loſs of eternal friends, as 
when pod to love, Chriſt to redeem, the holy ſpi- 
t to comfort, heaven for habitat.on, ſaints 
d angels for company, and all this to get 
h from nd hold communion with ſin, and this world, 
III/ i I eo ans, and 
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and a few baſe, drunken, ſwearing, lying, 
covetous wretches, like themielves! and 
ſhall not we labour as hard, ru as taſt, jeek 
as dilisently, nay, a hundred times more di- 
ligently, for the company of theſe glorious, 
eternal friends, though with the loſs of ſuch 
as theſe, nay, with the loſs of ten thouſand 
ti nes better than theſe, poor, low, baſc, 
contemptipie things! ſhall it be ſaid at the 
laſt da, that wicked men made more haſte 
to hell, than you did make to heaven ? that 
they ſpent more hours, days, and that early 
and iate, for hell, than you ſpent for that 
which is ten thouſand thouſand of thouſand 
times better; O let it not be fo, but run with 
all might and main. 

Thus you fee 1 have here ſpoken ſome- 


thing, though but little. Now I ſhall come] 


to make ſome uſe and application of i at kath 

been ſaid, and ſo conclude. 
: The firſt Uſe. | 

You ſee here, that he chat will go to hea- 
ven he muſt run for it: yea, and not only 
run, but ſo run, that is, as I have ſaid, to 
run earneſtly, to run continually, to ſtrip 
off every thing that would hinder in his race, 
with the reſt ; well then, do you ſo run. 

1. And now let us examine a little. Art 
thou got into the right way, art thou in 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, do not lay. yes in thy 
heart, when in truth there is no ſuch matter, 
It is a dangerous thing, you know, for a 
man to think he is in the right way, when 
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he is in the wrong, It is the next way for 
him to loſe his way, and not only ſo, but if 
he run for heaven, as thou ſayeſt thou doſt; 
even to loſe that too. O this is the miſery 
of moſt men ! to perſuade themſelves that 
they run right, when they never had one 
foot in the way, the Lord give thee under 
ſtanding here, or elſe thou art undone fopy 


ever. Prithee ſoul ſearch when was it thou 


turned out of thy fins, and righteouſnets,. 
into the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 ſay, 
doſt thou ſee thyſelf in him? and is he mote 
precious to thee than the whole world ? is thy 


mind alwas muſiug cn him? and alſo to bg 


walking with him ? doſt thou count his com- 
pany more precious than the whole world? doh 
thou count all things bur poor, lifeleſs, empty, 
vain things, without communion with hims 
doth his company ſweeten all things ? and 
his abſeace embitter all things? ſoul, I beſeech 
it to heart, and do 
not take things of ſuch weighty concernment 
as the ſalvation or damnation of thy ſou] 
without good ground. . 

2. Art thou unladen of the things of this 
world, as pride, pleaſures, profits, luſts, va- 
nities? what doſt thou think to run faſt 
enough, with the world, thy ſins, and luſts, in 
thy heart? I tell thee, ſoul, they that have 
aid all aſide, every weight, every ſin, and 
are got into the nimbleſt poſture, they find 
work enough to run, ſo to runas to hold out. 


To run * that oppoſitign, all the 
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( 59.) 
Joftles, all theſe rubs, over all the tumbling 
blocks, over all the ſnares, from all the in- 
tanglements, that the devil, fin, the world, 
3nd their own hearts, lay before them. I tell 
thee,- if thou art going heavenward, thou 
wilt find it no ſmall, or caſy matter. Art 
thou therefore diſcharged and unladen of 
things? never talk of going to heaven if thou 
art not. It is to be feared thou wilt be found 
among the many that will ſeek to enter in; 
and ſhall not be abie. 

he ſecond Uſe. 
If ſo, then in the next place, what will 
become of them that are grown weary before 
they have got half way thither ? why, man, 
it is he that holdeth- out to the end that muſt 
be ſaved; it is he that overcometh that ſhall 
inherit all things; it is not every one that 
begins. Agrippa gave a fair ſtep for a ſudden; 
he ſteps almoſt into the boſom of Chriſt in leſs 17 
than half an hour. Thou, ſaith he, to Paul, 
haſt almoft perſuaded me to be a Chriſtian, 
Ah! but it was but almoſt; and ſo he had as 
good have been never a whit; he ſtept fair in- 
deed; but yet he ſtopt ſhort; he washot while|* 
he was at it; but he was quickly out of wind. 
O this but almoſt I tell you, this but almoſt 

it loſt his ſoul. Methinks I have ſeen ſome- N 
times How! theſe poor wretches that get but al-, 
moſt to heaven, how fearfully their almoſt, .“ 
and their but almoſt, will torment them in hell. Tis 
When chey all cry out in the bitternels off.. 

their ſouls, ſaying, almoſt a chriſtian, I was al- 
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* we; laith Chriſt, my foul ſhall have no pleaſure in! 


him.“ Again, No man having put his hand / 
. | | N L080, 2:37 


have, who were almoſt at heaven gates, and: 
then run back ag ain. If an 
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hands of the devil, almoſt out of my fins, ab- 
moſt from under the curſe of God. » Almoſtz/ 
and' that was all, almoſt, -but not altogether, 
O that I ſhou'd bealmoſt at heaven, and ſhauld 
not go quite thorough ! friend, it is a fad thing 
to ſit down before we are in heaven, and to 
grow weary before we come to the place of 
reſt; and if it ſhould be thy caſe, I am ſure 
thbu doſt not ſo run as to obtain. But again, 
| The third Uſe. ' 57301 
In the next place, what then will become of 
them that ſome time ſince were running poſt-. 
haſte to heaven, inſomuch that they ſeemed to 
outſtrip many, but now are running as faft' back 
again, do you thnk thoſe will ever come 
thither, what to run back again, back again to 
ſin, to the world, to the devil, back again to 
the luſt of the fleſh. Oh! it had been better 
for them not to have known the way of righte= 
ouſneſs, then after they have knownat, to turn 
to turn back again, from the holy command- 
ment. Thoſe men ſhall not only be damned 
for ſin, but for profeſſing to all the world that 
{in is better than Chgiſt: For the man that runs 
back again he doth as good as ſay, I have 
tried Chriſt, and I have tried fin, and I do not 


find ſo much profit in Chriſt as in fin. I lay" | 


this man, declareth this, even by his running 
back again. N ſad, what a doom will they 


draweth back, 
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And if not fit for the kingdom of heaven, then 
for certain he muſt needs be fit for the fire of 
hell: and therefore, ſaith the apoſtle, thoſe 
that bring forth their apoſtalizing fruits, as 
briars and thorns; are rejected, being nigh un- 


there is never another Chriſt to ſave them by 
bleeding and dying for them ! And if they 
ſhall not eſcape that neꝑlect, then how ſhall 
they eſcape, that reject and turn their backs 
upon ſo great a ſalvation ! and if the righteous, 
that is, they that run for it, will find work 
enough to get to heaven, then where will the 
ungodly, - back ſliding ſinner appear! Or if 
Judas the traitor, or Francis Spira the backſli- 
dier, were but now alive in the world to whiſ- 
per theſe men in the ear a little, and tell them 
what it hath coſt their ſouls for backſliding, 
ſurely it would ſtick by them, and make them 
afraid of running back again, fo long as they 
| had one day to live in this world, | 
% | ; The fourth Uſe, 3 
So again, fourthly, how like to theſe mens 
ſufferings will thoſe be, that have all this while 
get ſtill, and have not fo much as ſet one foot 
forward to the kinydom of heaven, ſurely he 
that backſlideth, and he that ſitteth ſtill in fin, 
they are both of one mind ; the one he will 
ot ſtir, becauſe he loveth his ſins, and the 
3 of this wor d; the other he runs back 


f this world, Is it not one and the 


« ways of God, and looking back, turning 
back again, is fit for the kingdom ot heaven.“ 


to curſing, whoſe end is to be burned. O 


again becauſe he loveth his ſins and the things, 
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1 
ſame thing! They are all one here, and mall 
not one 50 the fame hell hold them hereafter. 
he is an ungodly one that never looked after 
Chriſt, and he is an ungod!y one that did once 
look after him, and then run quite back again; 
and therefore that word muſl certainly drop 
out of the mouth of Chriſt againſt them both, 
* Depart ſrom me ye e's, into everlaſting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. 

The fifth Uſe. 

Again, here you may ſee in the next place, 
that is, they that will have aeaven, muſt run 
for it; then this calls aloud to thoſe. who be- 
gan but a while fnce to run, I fay, for them, 
to mend their pace if they intend to win; you 
know that they which come hindmoſt, had 
need run faſteſt, Friend, I tel! thee, there be 
thoſe that have run ten years to thy one, nay, 
twenty to five, and yet if thou ta'k with them, 
ſometimes they ſay, they doubtthey ſhall come 
late enough. How then will it be with thee? 
look to it therefore that thou delay no time, 
not an hour's time, but part ſpeedily with all, 
with every thing that is an. hindrance to hee 
in thy journey, and run; yea, and ſo run that 
thou mayeſt obtain. | 

The ſixth Ute, | 

Again, ſixthly, you that are old rrofefidis; 
take you heed that the young ſtriplings of Jeſus 
that began to ſtrip but the other day, do not 
out- run you, ſo as to have that ſcripture fulfilled 
on you, The firſt ſhall be laſt, and the laſt firſt 
which will be a ſhame to you, and a credit for 
them. What, for a young foldier to be more 
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To you that are hindermoſt, I ſay, ſtrive to 
out-run them that are before you; and you 


that are foremoſt, I ſay, nold your ground, and 


keep before them in faith and love, if poſſible; 

for indeed that is the right running, for one to 
ſtrive to out run another; even for the hinder- 
moſt to endeavour to overtake the foremolt, 
and he that is before ſhould be ſure to lay out 
himſelt to keep his ground, even to the very 
utmoſt. But then, 

The ſeventh Uſe, 

Again, how baſely do they behave them- 
ſelves, how unlike are they to win, that think 
it enough to keep company with the hindmoſt? 
Thete are ſome men, that profeſs themſelves 
ſuch as run for heaven as well as any, yet if 


there be but any lazy, ſlothful, cold, half- 


hearted profeſſors in the country, they will te 
ſure to take example by them ; they think if 
they can but keep pace with them they ſhall 
do fair; but theſe do not conſider that the 
hindmoſt loſe the prize. You may know it if 


you will, that it coſt the fooliſh virgins dear for 


their coming too late. They that were ready 
went in with him, and the door was ſhut, 
Afterward, mark, afterward came the other, 


the fooliſh, virgins, ſaying, Lord, open to 


us: but he anſwered aad ſaid, depart, I know 


you, not?” Depart lazy profeſſors, cold pro- 


feſſors, ſlothful profeſſors. O! methinks th: 


word of God is ſo plain for the overthrow of 
your lazy profeſſors, that it is to be wondered 
men do not take mgre notice of it. How was 
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courageous than he that hath been uſed to wars, 
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Lot's wife ſerved for running lazily, and for 
giving but one look behitid her, after the thing 
the left in Sodom ? How was Eſau ſerved for 
Raying too long before he came for the dleſſing 
And how were they ſerved that are mentioned 
in the thirteenth ofLuke for ſtaying till the door 
was ſhut, alſo the fooliſh virgins ; a heavy af- 
ter groan will they give that have thus ſtayed 
too long. It turn d Lot's wife into a pillar of 


lalt; it made Eſau weep with an exceeding, 
loud and bitter cry; it made Judas hang bim 
elf; yea, and it will make thee curſe the day 
in which thou waſt born, if thou miſs of the 
zingdom, as thou wilt certainly do if this be 
iy courſe, But, 

1 he eighth Uſe. 

Again, how and if thou by thy lazy run- 
ing "ſhouldeſt not only deſtroy thyſelf, but 
lo thereby be the cauſe of the damnation of 
ome others; for thou being a proteſſor, thou 
uſt think chat others will * notice of thee; 
nd becauſe thou art but a poor, cold, lazy 


.Funner, and one that ſeeks to drive the world | 


nd pleaſure a ong wich thee : why, thereby 
thers will think of doing ſo too. Nay, fay 
ney, why may not we as well as he? he is a 
rofeſſor, and yet he ſeeks for pleaſures, riches 
rofits; he loveth vaia company, and he is ſo 
nd fo, and profeſſeth that he is going for hea- 
en; yea, and he faith alſo he doth not fear, 
ut he ſhall have entertainment; let us there- 
ore keep pace, with him, we ſha | fare no worſe 
nan he. O how a feartul a thing will it be, if 
that 


LS 


| ( 54 ) | 
courageous than he that hath been uſed to wars, 
To you that are hindermoſt, I fay, ſtrive to 
out-run them that are before you; and you 
that are foremoſt, I ſay, hold your ground, and 
keep before them in faith and love, it poſſible; 
for indeed that is the right running, for one to 
ſtrive to out run another; even for the hinder- 
moſt to endeavour to overtake the foremoli, 
and he that is before ſhould be ſure to lay our 
himſelf to keep his ground, even to the very 
utmoſt. But then, 
The ſeventh Uſe, 

Again, how baſely do they behave them- 
ſelves, how unlike are they to win, that think 
it enough tokeep company with the hindmoſt? 
There are ſome men, that profeſs themſelves 
ſuch as run for heaven as well as any, yet if 
there be but any lazy, ſlothful, cold, half- 
hearted profeſſors in the country, they will be 
ſure to take example by them; they think if 
they can but keep pace with them they ſhall 
do fair ; but theſe do not conſider that the 
hindmoſt loſe the prize. You may know it if 
you w1ll, that it coſt the fooliſh virgins dear for 
their coming too late. They that were ready 
went in with him, and the door was ſhut, 
Afterward, mark, afterward came the other, 
the fooliſh, virgins, ſaying, Lord, open to 
us: but he anſwered aad ſaid, depart, I know 
you not“ Depart lazy profeſſors, cold pro- 
feſſors, ſlothful profeſſors. O] methinks th: 
word of God is fo plain for the overthrow of 
your lazy profeſſors, that jt is to be wondered 
men do not take mgre notice of it, How was 
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Lot's wife ſerved for running lazily, and for 
giving but one look behitid her, after the thing 
the left in Sodom ? How was Eſau ſerved for 
Raying too long before he came for the bleſſing 
And how were they ſerved that are mentioned 
in the thirteenth of Luke for ſtaying till the door 
was ſhut, alſo the fooliſh virgins ; a heavy af- 
ter groan will they give that have thus ſtayed 
too long. _ Itturn'd Lot's wife into a pillar of 
ſalt; it made Eſau weep with an exceeding 
loud and bitter cry; it made Judas hang him- 
ſelf; yea, and it will make thee curſe the day 
in which thou waſt born, if thou miſs of the 
kingdom, as thou wilt certainly do if this te 
thy courſe. But, 
T1 he eighth Uſe. 
Again, how and if thou by thy lazy run- 
ing ſhouldeſt not only deſtroy thyſelf, but 
alſo thereby be the cauſe of the damnation of 
ome others; for thou being a profeſſor, thou 
uſt think that others will take notice of thee; 
and becauſe thou art but a poor, cold, lazy 
unner, and one that ſeeks to drive the world 
and pleaſure a ong wich thee : why, thereby 
others will think of doing ſo too. Nay, fay 
ney, why may not we as well as he? heisa 
profeſſor, and yet he ſeeks for pleaſures, riches 
rofits; he loveth vain company, and he is lo 
nd fo, and profeſſeth that he is going for hea- 
en; yea, and he faith alſo he doth not fear, 
ut he ſha!l have entertainment; let us there- 
ore keep pace, with him, we ſha ! fare no worſe 
han he, O how a feartul a thing will it be, if 
| To that 
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that thou ſhalt be inſtrumental to the rum of 
others by thy halting in tte way of righteouf- 
nels! look to it, thou wiit have {trength little 
enough to appear before God, to give an ac- 
count of the loſs of thy own ſoul ; thou necdeſt 
not have to give an account for others; wi y, 
thou did ſtop them from entering in. How 
wilt thou anſwer that ſaving, vou wouid not 
enter in yourſelves, and then whit wou'd you 
hinder y tor that ſaying will be cminent'y tut- 
filed on them that through their own idleneſs 
do keep themſelves out of heaven, and by giv- 
ing others the ſame example hindert tl c allo, 
The ninth Ule, 

Therefore now to ſpeak a word to both of 
you, and ſo I ſhall conclude. 

Firſt, I beſeech you in the name of the Lord 
]-ſus Criſt, that none ot you do run ſo lazily 
in the w. y to heaven as to hinder either your- 
ſelves or ot :ers, I know &t at even he which 
runs lazieſt, if he ſhould ſee a man running for 
a temporal life, if he ſhould ſo much neglect 
his own well being in this world, as to venture, 
when he is running for his life, to pick up 
here and there a lock of wool that hangeth by 
the way fide, or to ſtep now and then aſide 
out of the way for to gat] er u a ſtraw or two 
or any 10:ten flick ; I ſay, it he ſhould do this 
when he is running for his life, ti ou wouldeſt 
condemn him; and doſt thou not condemn 
thyſelf that doit the very ſame, in effect, nay, 
worſe, that loitereſt in thy race notwithſtand- 
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ing thy ſoul, heaven, gloty, and all is at ſtake. 
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Have a care, have a care, poor wretched fin- 
ner, have a care, 

Secondly, if yet there ſhall be any, that not- 
withſtand this advice, will be flagging, and 
loitering in the way to the kingdom of glory, 
be thou ſo wiſe as not to take example by them 
Learn of no man farther than he tolloweth 
Chriſt. But look unto Jeſus, who is not only 
the author and finiſher of faith, but who did 
for the joy that was ſet before him, endure the 
croſs, deipiſe the ſhame, and is now et down 
at the right hand of God; I %, louk to no 
man to learn oi him ne fartht: . he followeth 


Criſt. Be ye followers of we, jaith Paul, 


even as I am of C hrift, 1 Cor, 11. 1. Though 
he was an eminent man, yet his exhortation 
was, tl at none fl oald ſoliow tim any faither 
than he followed Chͤriſt. 
Provocat ion. 

Nov that you miy be provoked to run with 
the foremoſt, take notice of this. When Lot 
and his wife was running from curſed Sodom 
to the mountains, to ſaye their lives, it is ſaid, 
that his wife looked back from behind him, 
and ſhe became a pillar of ſalt; and yet you 
fee that ncither her practice, nor the judgment 
of God that fell upon her for the ſame, would 
cauſe Lot to look behind him. I have ſome- 
times wondered at Lot in this particular z his 
wife looked behind her, and died immediate- 
ly, but let what would become of her, Het 
would not fo much as Jook behind him to tre 
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( 38 ) 
her: We do not read that he did ſu much as 
once look where ſhe was, or what was become 


thee 

of her, his heart was indeed upon his journey 4, 
as well it might; there was the mountains be- J G0 
fore him, and the fire and brimſtone behind dealt 
him; his life lay it ſtake, and he had loſt it if, then 
he had but looked behind him. Do thou ſo ] prot 
run: and in thy race remember Lot's wife, 1d | pu 
remember her doom; and remember for What I then 
that doom did overtake her; and remember A 
that God made her an example for all lazy run- | & ſe 
ners to the end of the word; and tak- heed | pu, 
thou fail not after the {ame examoy'e. Bat, terv 
If this will not provoke thee, confider thus, plo\ 

7. Thy foul is thy own foul, that is either to. f hea 
be ſaved or loft , thou ſhalt not loſe my.loui by | ſom 


| thy lazineſs, It is thy own ſoul, thy own | tha 
caſe, thy own peace, thy own advantage the 


or Ciladvantage, If it were my ovn | fo 
that thou art deſired to be good unto, methinks {cor 
reaſon ſhould move thee ſomewhat to pity it. are 


But alas, it is thy own, thy own loul, © What | ang 
ſhall it profit a man if he (hall gain the whole 


are 
world, and loſe his own ſoul?” God's people I cor 
wiſh well to the fouls of others, and wilt not 
thou wiſh well to thy own ? And if this will N 
not provoke thee, then think, A is t 
Again, 2, If thou loſe thy ſoul, it is thou to 
E * alſo that muſt bear the blame. It made Cain I it 
5 ſtark mad to conſider that he had not looked Wil 
yl to his brother Abel's ſoul. How much more | fee 


will it perplex thee to think, that thou hadſt not the 
3 a care of thy own? And if this wll not provoke || ca] 
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thee to bir thyſelf, think again, | 

2, That if thou wilt not run, tie people of 
God are reſolved to deal with thee even as Lot 
dealt with his wife, that is, leave thes, behind 
them. It may be thou haſt a father, mother, 
brother, S going poſt haſt: to heaven, would 
thou be willing to be willing to be lett behind 
them? Surely no. 

Again, 3. Will it not be a diſhonour to thee 
to ſee the very boys and girls in the country to 
have more wit than thyſelf, It may be the 
tervants of ſome men, as the horſekeeper, 
plowman, ſcullion, &c. are more looking after 
heaven than their maſters, I am apt to think 
ſometimes, that more ſervants than maſters, 
that more tenants than landlords, will inherit 
the kingdom of heaven. But is not this a ſhame 
for them that are ſuch, I am perſuaded you 
ſcorn that your ſervants ſhould ſay that they 
are wiſer than you in the things of this world; 
and yet I am bold to fay, that many of them 
are wiſer than you in the things of the world to 
come, which are of greater concernment. 

E xpoſtulation. 

Well then, ſinner, what ſayſt thou? Where 
is thy heart? Wilt thou run? Art thou reſolved 
to ſtrip, or art thou not? Think quickly man 
it is no da.lying in this matter, Confer not 
with fleſh and blood; look up to heaven, and 
ſee how thou likeſt it, alſo to hell, of which 
thou mayeſt underſtand ſomething in my book ĩ w 
called, A few ſighs from hell, or the groans of 4 


a damned ſoul, which I wiſh thee to read ſeri- 4 4 


ouſly 


if 4 
7 7 
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ouſly over, and accordingiy devote thyſelf. If 
thou doſt not know the way, inquire at the 
word of God; if thou wanteſt company, cr 

tor God's ſpirit; if thou wanteſt encourage- 
ment, entertain the promiſes. But be ſure 
thou begin betimes ; get into the way, run 
apace, and hold out to the end; and the Lord 
give thee a proſperous journey, 

NA 


